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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Representatives are pleased to recognize individuals whose
lives have made valuable contributions to the cause of

freedom and

VWHEREAS, W nni e Mandel a' s cour age and | eadership
abilities have triunphed over the years of political
harrassnent, severe personal pain and a wave of nedia
controversy to enable her to becone President of the African

Nat i onal Congress Wnen's League; and

WHEREAS, Nonzanp Nobandla Wnnifred Mandel a was born on
Septenber 26, 1936; she was the first black in South Africa
to earn a degree in social work; she married her husband,
Nel son Mandela, in 1958; and she is the nother to two

daughters: Zenani and Zi ndzi we; and

VHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a was sent enced to life

i nprisonnment in 1964 and remained in prison for 26 years; and

WHEREAS, Wnnie Mandela is a survivor known for her
steadfast, |l|ifelong devotion to one of the 20th century's
nost conplex, violent and affecting political novenents: the
struggle to elimnate apartheid in South Africa; during her
husband' s i nprisonnent, she was the synbol of the damage
wr ought by her ~country's race-based policies and she
continued the battle against these policies in ways that her

husband coul d not; and

WHEREAS, Despite being banned by the governnent, Wnnie
Mandel a continued her involvenment wth the African National
Congress on behalf of her husband; she faced a nunber of
torments for her activities in support of the anti-apartheid
i deol ogy of the African National Congress including seventeen

months in solitary confinenent; the cost of her political
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beliefs |l ed her South African supporters to refer to her as

the "Mbt her of the Nation"; and

VWHEREAS, Wnnie Mandela was elected president of the
African National Congress Wnen's League in 1993; she is one
of the nost prom nent nenbers of the South African Parlianment
and still remains true to her ideals of equality and justice

for all people of South Africa; and

VWHEREAS, W nni e Mandel a has worked tirelessly to enpower
and develop the disadvantaged and di spl aced conmunities of
Sout h Africa; anong her achi evenent s i ncl ude t he
establishment of the Coordinated and Anti-Poverty Program
whose mssion is to: alleviate abject poverty by providing
educat i onal facilities; set wup satellite industries to
facilitate access to funding resources; provide decent
housing and water; provide health centers and post-traumatic
counseling to counter the after effects of violence; and
provide training prograns in the fields of health, AIDS

prevention, |egal and business devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Wnnie Mandela is commtted to the eradication
of poverty anong wonen in rural areas of South Africa; she is
seeking funds to establish shelter and care for orphans of

AIDS victins in South Africa; and

WHEREAS, W nni e Mandela still mourns the Ilives of the
hundreds of school <children lost in the fight against
apartheid in Sowetto in 1976; she passionately feels that
they should still be recognized and renenbered; during her
upcom ng Anerican tour she will use the funds that are raised
to finance a nonunent to nmenorialize those who have died in

the m ddl e passage and apartheid struggle; and

VWHEREAS, W nni e Mandel a's defense of all South African
bl ack men and wonen, regardl ess of social or econom c status,

reflects her continued conmmtnent to the principles and
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policies she began to fight over nearly thirty years ago;

therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we comrend Wnnie Mandela for her continuous and dedicated
canpaign for equality and justice for all people in South
Africa; her contributions have been appreciated not only by
the nation of South Africa, but also by the citizens of the

world; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to Wnni e Mandel a as an expression of our esteem
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